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Bridging Our Members’ Financial Needs Since 1960

Mortgage Modification Programs:
Buyers Beware

Free Online Assistance
The government’s “Making Home 

Affordable Program” includes 

opportunities to modify or refinance 

your mortgage to make your monthly 

payments more affordable. It also 

includes the Home Affordable Foreclosure 

Alternatives Program for homeowners 

who are interested in a short sale or 

deed-in-lieu of foreclosure.

This government service also offers free, 

HUD-approved counseling services.

www.makinghomeaffordable.gov
1-888-995-HOPE

Top 10 Tips for Leading a 
“Healthy” Financial Life

Every year we pledge to improve our lives 
in one way or another. Sometimes our 
resolutions only last a few weeks or a few 
months, but in 2011, let’s work together to 
make this your best financial year ever!

Here are our Top 10 Tips for leading a 
“healthy” financial life:

10.  Use Bill Pay – By scheduling reoccurring  
 payments, you’ll never pay another late  
 fee.

9.  Save, save, save – Set up auto-saving. 
 Just a little out of each paycheck can 
 really add up.

8.  Open an IRA – It’s never too early, or too  
 late, to plan for your retirement.

7.  Check your credit reports – Go to 
 www.annualcreditreport.com to get 
 copies of your credit report. Review your  
 reports for errors.

6.  Stop getting credit card offers – Visit  
 www.optoutprescreen.com to opt-out 
 of receiving credit cards offers in the mail  
 for 5 years.

5.  Apply for a line of credit – You may not  
 need it now but having a line of credit  
 available in an emergency could be a  
 lifesaver.

4.  Buy a shredder – Keep a shredder right  
 next to your desk so disposing of 
 documents with personal information 
 is easy.

3.  Take a list to the grocery store…
 and stick to it – Impulse purchases can  
 add up to hundreds of extra dollars a year.

2.  Set yearly financial goals – Whether you  
 want to go on a vacation or buy a new car,  
 writing down your goal will remind you  
 what you are working toward.

1.  Call YOUR credit union when you need  
 advice – We’re here to help you with all  
 your financial needs! Just give us a call 
 at 1-877-769-4766.

Large enough to serve you..small enough to know you!
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It’s an unfortunate reality these days – fewer hours at work, 

higher cost of living, divorce, and unforeseen expenses can 

take their toll on a family’s financial resources. When money 

is tight, paying your home’s mortgage is often one of the 

expenses that takes a hit.

There are many companies out there that claim to help 

struggling families with mortgage modifications only to take 

their hard-earned money and run, without providing any of 

the help promised. There are legitimate companies that 

offer mortgage modification programs to help you reduce 

expenses, but before you pay any company a dime, it’s 

important to do your research.

That’s where we come in. YOUR credit union is here 

to help YOU. We can assist you 

in finding reliable, legitimate 

resources that can help you 

reduce your mortgage 

expenses. We don’t want to 

see any of our members lose 

their homes when there is help 

available. Call us at 1-877-769-4766 

to get started.

If you knew when unexpected expenses would occur, they wouldn’t catch you by surprise. But since 
that’s never going to happen, it’s a good idea to “be prepared,” as the Boy Scouts say. Having a Line of 
Credit is one way you can prepare for unexpected financial expenditures.

The beauty of applying for and having a Line of Credit before an 
emergency arises is that it’ll be one less thing to worry about when 
your stress level rises. Just having it available will be a relief, and if 
you don’t need it, don’t use it. But more important…if you need it, 
it’s there.

With rates starting at just 9.99%, using a Pacific NW Ironworkers 
Federal Credit Union Line of Credit can save you hundreds of 
dollars in interest versus using a credit card in an emergency. 
It’s easy to apply, just give us a call at 1-877-769-4766 or stop 
by one of our branches.

Apply for a Line of Credit today!
Be Ready for Unexpected Expenses
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Is 2010 over already? Where does 
the time go? Since stopping time 
isn’t possible yet, and the months 
just keep flying by, now is a good 
time to start preparing for tax 
day. No one likes to pay taxes, but 
there are ways to make it a little 
less painful. Give these strategies 
a try to ease the pain – if only a 
little.

  Start rounding up any 
 documents or forms you’ll   
 need when filing your taxes.  
 This includes receipts, canceled 
 checks and other documents 
 that support an item of income 
 or a deduction you’re taking on 
 your return.

  Give e-file a try. When you file 
 electronically, the software will 
 handle the math calculations 
 for you.

  Direct deposit your refund 
 check. You’ll get your refund 
 in about half the time as when  
 you file a paper return.

  Check into using “Free File.” 
 If your income is $57,000 or
  less, you may be eligible for 
 free tax preparation software 
 and free electronic filing. 
 The IRS partners with 20 tax 
 software companies to create 
 this free service. Visit IRS.gov 
 to learn more.

  Take your time. Don’t wait until 
 April 1 to start your taxes. 
 Starting early will reduce your  
 stress – plus when you run into 
 questions, you’ll have plenty of 
 time to get answers.

  If all else fails, file for an 
 extension. If you don’t think  
 you’ll have everything ready  
 on time file for an extension,  
 but make sure to file on time 
 or you’ll be responsible for 
 late fees.
(Tips courtesy of IRS.gov)

Don’t let April 15th sneak up on you

If you’re in the market, now is a great time to buy

Start Your 
Weekend Sooner
Bill Pay Makes Life Easier
It’s no exaggeration to say that using Online 

Bill Pay will make your life easier and more 

organized, and who doesn’t need a little more 

of that?

When you use Online Bill Pay, you’re able to 

schedule recurring payments, pay single 

payments, see a payment history and payment 

calendar, save payee addresses, and much 

more. It’s like having your own personal 

assistant – except it’s FREE for Pacific NW 

Ironworkers Federal Credit Union members 

that have their checking account with us. 

Online Bill Pay is a hassle-free way to help 

keep you on top of your finances. It’s easy to 
sign-up too. Just log into your account, click 

on “bill payment” and fill out the enrollment 

form. If you have questions or want more 

information, just give us a call at 

1-877-769-4766. 

Direct Deposit
Can Direct Deposit make the end of week a 

little nicer? Oh, yes! Not only does it mean 

one less errand to run, but according to a 

recent study, you can save an astounding 

$5.88 per paycheck. That means you can 

save more than $70 a year.

Advantages of Direct Deposit include:

	More security – Fewer people handle 

 your check.

	Quicker availability – There is no waiting 

 for your check to clear.

	Better money management – Easily divide 

money between accounts for automatic 

savings.

Setting up direct deposit for your paychecks 

(and your tax refund) is easy.  All you need 

is our routing number #323075327 and your 

account number.  Ask your Payroll Department 

for a direct Deposit Authorization form today.

Can April Really Be Just Around the Corner?

Bad News for Sellers Is Good News for Buyers

The Pacific Northwest housing markets continue to stumble even as other cities across the county post small 
gains. The silver lining for homebuyers is that median home sales prices are down 4 percent from a year ago. 
So if you’re in the market, now is a great time to buy.

Pacific NW Ironworkers Federal Credit Union can help you get pre-approved for a mortgage so you are ready 
to make an offer when the time comes. Contact Brandon Frankel, Real Estate Loan Officer, at 503-872-9447 
or bfrankel@consolidatedfcu.com to learn about the different types of programs available. YOUR credit 
union offers various programs including special first-time buyers programs, FHA loans with minimum 3.5% 
down payment, 30-year fixed mortgages, and adjustable rate mortgages. And the best part…there are no 
application fees!

Mortgage rates are the lowest they’ve been in 50 years, so now is the time to get your free home loan 
approval. Call Brandon Frankel today at 503-872-9447 to discuss your home buying options.

Tax Facts
	Americans spend 7.6 billion hours 

and $27.7 billion a year doing their 

taxes.

	The number of pages in the tax 

code has increased 16,775% in the 

past century.

	At more than 7 million words, the 

U.S. tax code is now more than four 

times as long as Leo Tolstoy’s epic 

novel “War and Peace.”

	The IRS reported receiving 

131,543,000 individual income tax 

returns in 2009. If each return were 

processed at the rate of one per 

minute, it would take more than 250 

years for one person to do the job.

	The “easiest” tax form (1040EZ) 

has 33 pages of instruction.

	The initial income tax in 1861 was 

just 3%. In 2010, the top tax bracket 

takes 35% of one’s income.
(From BusinessInsider.com, WalletPop.com 
and The Motley Fool)

Proudly Serving Ironworker members and their families in 
Affiliated Local Unions 14, 29, 86, 506, 516 and 751

SPOKANE BRANCH
M - F  9:30 am - 4:00 pm 
16610 E Euclid
Spokane, WA 99216
Phone: (509) 326-2485
Fax: (509) 326-1128

SEATTLE BRANCH
M - F  7:30 am - 4:00 pm
4550 S 134TH Place, Suite 103
Tukwila, WA 98168
Phone: (206) 835-0150
Fax: (206) 835-0207

PORTLAND BRANCH
M - F  9:00 am - 5:00 pm
11620 NE Ainsworth Circle, #400
Portland, OR 97220
Phone: (503) 774-3848
Fax: (503) 774-7619

www.ironworkersfcu.org

Toll Free:
1-877-769-4766 (877-PNW-IRON)

Telephone Teller - SPUD:
1-877-769-7783 (877-PNW-SPUD)


