
You’ve heard before - saving money is important! Paying 
for unexpected expenses from savings is a much better 
alternative than using a high-interest credit card, but deciding 
on the best method to save your money isn’t always easy. 
Luckily, Ironworkers USA Credit Union has multiple savings 
options for you to choose from. 

SHARE (SAVINGS) ACCOUNTS
What is it?
When you became a member of Ironworkers USA Credit 
Union, you opened a Share (Savings) Account. The advantage 
of this type of savings account is that your money earns 
interest and is easily accessible when you need it.

Why have one?
Your Credit Union Share Account earns .10% APY when you 
have a minimum balance of $100. While this may not seem 
like much, traditional banks normally only offer between 
.01-.03% APY on balances of more than $10,000. 

When to deposit?
Anytime. You can even set up automatic transfers into your 
Share Account each pay period so you won’t be tempted to 
“skip it just this one time.”

SHARE CERTIFICATES/CDS
What is it?
A Share Certificate or Certificate of Deposit (CD) is a deposit 
account that pays a higher interest rate and is held for a 
specified period of time. We offer 3- to 60-month term 
Share Certificates.

Why have one?
You’re guaranteed a fixed rate of return as a result of the 
fixed dividend rates. Share Certificates require a minimum 
deposit of $100 and have rates between 1.00-3.25% - 
significantly higher than traditional banks’ CD rates.

When to Deposit?
Members who would like a quick return on their investment, 
generally payable or reaching maturity within a brief period 
of time like a year or less, can choose a short-term Certificate. 
Those interested in investing for longer periods of time will 
receive higher rates of return.

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS (IRAS)
What is it?
An IRA is an account that allows individuals to save for 
retirement with tax-free growth or on a tax-deferred basis. It’s 
a way to save money for retirement in a tax-advantaged way.

Why have one?
When you open an IRA with a $100 minimum balance, you’ll 
earn a competitive rate on your account and have the option 
of choosing a Traditional, Roth, or Education IRA. IRAs are 
insured separately, up to $250,000 per member.

When to Deposit?
Members can contribute to their IRAs as early as Jan. 1 or as 
late as the tax year's filing deadline in mid-April each year. 
Contributions can be made in one large contribution or 
periodic contributions throughout the year.

SAVE TO WIN
What is it?
Save to Win is a multi-state prize-linked savings program that 
rewards you for saving more of your hard-earned money.

Why have one?
Save to Win rewards members for contributing to their own 
savings accounts. Just open a 12-month Save to Win share 
certificate with at least $25, and you’ll be entered to win 
monthly and quarterly prizes. In addition to gaining regular 
interest on your savings, each additional deposit of $25 gives 
you more chances to win up to $2,500.

When to Deposit?
All month long! Members can earn up to 10 entries per month, 
so the more you save, the more chances you have to win.

It’s always a good time to start saving! We’re here to help you 
decide what your best savings plan should be. Give us a call at 
1-877-769-4766 or stop into any one of our branch locations, 
and we’ll help you get started!

BUILDING YOUR SAVINGS
THE IRONWORKERS USA CREDIT UNION WAY

Now may not be a great time to buy a 
house, but it IS a great time to get your credit 
“mortgage-ready.” Having a good credit score 
is essential when you are applying for a 
mortgage, and being pre-approved for a 
mortgage is essential when you are looking for 
a home - especially in a seller’s market like we 
have today.

Here are a few tips for getting your credit 
score “mortgage-ready”:

Fix or dispute any errors on your credit 
report. Mistakes happen so contact the credit 
bureaus to dispute any errors you see and ask 
to have those errors removed.

Pay your bills on time. Payment history 
makes up 35% of your credit score. One of the 
easiest ways to do that is to use autopay or 
Bill Pay.

Keep your Credit Utilization Ratio below 
35%. This ratio is measured by comparing your 
credit card balances to your overall credit card 
limit. An example is: You have two credit cards 
with a total credit limit of $5,000 and $1,000 of 
unpaid balances. Your credit utilization ratio 
would be 20%. That’s your debt owed ($1,000) 
divided by your total credit limit ($5,000).

Pay down debt. Paying off debt can help 
improve your payment history AND your credit 
utilization ratio.

Keep old credit cards open. Even if they 
have a $0 balance, keeping old credit cards 
open establishes a long credit history, which 
accounts for 15% of your credit score.

Only take out more credit if you really 
need it.  When you apply for credit, the 
creditor will run a “hard credit check” which 
can drop your credit score by 1 to 5 points.

If you like improving your credit score, we’re 
here to help! Give us a call at 1-877-769-4766 
and a member representative will be happy to 
work with you to come up with an individual-
ized plan to get your credit score shining!

TIPS FOR IMPROVING 
YOUR CREDIT SCORE

GET YOUR 
CREDIT SCORE 
“MORTGAGE-READY”

CALL US

We're here 

to help!

1-877-769-4766

BANKING ANYTIME. ANYWHERE. 
View balances, deposit checks, 
transfer funds, set alerts, view PTO 
account balance, freeze VISA Debit 
Card, apply for a loan and more! 
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CARRY PRIDE IN YOUR POCKET
Carry a piece of Ironworker pride in your pocket with our 
Ironworkers USA CU Visa Credit Card!
 
Having an Ironworkers USA Credit Union Visa Classic Card means you have flexibility 
and convenience right in your pocket. There are no hidden fees and 6-month introductory 
APRs of 0% on purchases and 4.99% balance transfers. After the introductory period, 
rates are as low as 8.99%*, making the Ironworkers Visa a great way to consolidate 
credit card debt and establish or rebuild credit. Apply for your Pocket Pride today at 
IronworkersCU.org.

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) based on your 
credit history and credit qualifications.

With the cost of just about everything going up right 
now, it’s hard to think about spending a lot of money on a 
vacation or other summer activities. Luckily, our partners 
at BALANCE have great tips for saving money while still 
having fun with your family and friends this summer. 

GIVE CAMPING A TRY
A camping reservation is often just a fraction of the cost 
of a hotel room, and  many outdoor retailers rent all the 
basic equipment you’ll need for a campground getaway 
so there’s no need to buy a ton of gear that they may only 
use once. Some retailers even offer free workshops to 
show you the ropes of pitching a tent and using a cook 
stove. And if you take up fishing, you could save even 
more on meals while you enjoy the great outdoors. 

MAKE IT A POTLUCK
Backyard barbecues are a summer staple, but when 
you’re footing the bill for everybody’s burgers, sides, 
drinks, and desserts, the tab can break your budget. 
Next time you play host, ask each of your guests to bring 
something. Most people love to pitch in on a party, and 
even non-cooks can help by bringing things like soft 
drinks, ice and disposable dinnerware. 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
These days, there’s a travel app or website for pretty much 
everything – including tracking down the lowest priced 
flights, hotels and travel packages. A few to consider 
include Hotels Tonight, Kayak, Momondo, Kiwi, Airfare 
Watchdog, and Skyscanner. Each has a slightly different 

focus, so try out several to see which ones work best for 
your needs. Keep in mind that some of these sites do 
not carry regional airlines, which often have good deals. 
When you do find a great flight deal, take a look at the 
airline’s website since some deals are only available  
when you book direct. 

PURCHASE A PARK PASS BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME
If a state, national or theme park is on your list to visit, 
research and purchase tickets in advance to save money. 
Pro Tip: While you are researching, don't forget to see if 
parking passes are needed and if outside food and drinks 
are allowed. 

If you need a little boost in your finances to help you pay 
for your summer plans, remember Ironworkers USA Credit 
Union is here to help. We have great rates on: 

Share Secured Loans - Borrow against the funds in your 
Share account or CD, at a low rate, while still earning 
interest on your deposit and building your credit. APRs 
as low as 3.00%

Signature Loans - No collateral needed. Borrow, using 
your signature and credit history. Rates start at 9.99% 
APR.

Visa Credit Cards - Convenience and peace of mind - with 
no hidden fees. Rates from 8.99% APR*. 

Give us a call at 1-877-769-4766 to speak to a member 
representative about loans, credit cards or other services 
that can help you have a great summer!

HAVE SOME SUMMER FUN
WITHOUT THE HIGH PRICE TAG

Just like most members, when Kyson joined Local 86, Seattle, 
over seven years ago, he became an Ironworkers USA Credit 
Union member to make life easier.

“When you sign up for the Union, they start you an account 
right then and there because that’s where your vacation check 
goes into and it makes it simpler to pay your dues.”

But Kyson didn’t start utilizing the credit union for more than 
deposits until he moved away from Seattle to Idaho. He and 
his wife Jordan didn’t need a loan as they already had a vehicle 
and weren’t planning on buying a home at the time, but when 
a job took him out of state, he financed a camper through 
Ironworkers.  

“Unlike other banks, Ironworkers is aware of what we do 
and that we aren’t going to be with the same employer…we 
jump around and they understand. The customer service I’ve 
received has always been excellent…especially when dealing 
with Ironworkers because we can be unpleasant sometimes; 
we’re a rough crew,” Kyson says with a chuckle.   

That customer service came in handy last year when the 
family was hit with a surprise Idaho state tax bill right before 
they left on a trip to Mexico.

“We were stressed because we had a family vacation planned 
and strapped because work was scarce…we weren’t going to 
be able to pay for the trip and pay taxes,” Kyson says.

Kyson’s wife Jordan, who manages all their finances, reached 
out to their local Seattle branch for help. They helped them 
refinance their truck, secure a Signature loan to pay off their 
taxes, and have money left over for their trip. 

“They were very sweet, incredibly helpful, and did everything 
they could to help my wife and me out. They went above and 
beyond to help us and that was wonderful because we were 
pretty stressed out,” Kyson says. “We were able to do both and 
not fall behind on anything. That was pretty awesome.”  

Now, Kyson and his wife Jordan are looking forward to the 
future. They recently contacted the Seattle branch again, 
but this time to buy their first home, their father-in-law’s 
house. They’re working with an Ironworkers USA Credit 
Union subsidiary for a home loan and are excited about the 
possibilities ahead.

If you or any of your fellow Ironworkers have questions, just pick up the 

phone. We’re here for YOU!

Kyson
Local 86, Seattle, WA

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

SPOKANE BRANCH
M - F  9:30 am - 4:00 pm 
16610 E Euclid
Spokane, WA 99216
Phone: (509) 326-2485
Fax: (509) 326-1128

Toll Free:
1-877-769-4766 (877-PNW-IRON)

Telephone Teller - SPUD:
1-877-769-7783 (877-PNW-SPUD)

SEATTLE BRANCH
M - F  7:30 am - 4:00 pm
4550 S 134th Place, Suite 103
Tukwila, WA 98168
Phone: (206) 835-0150
Fax: (206) 835-0207

PORTLAND BRANCH
M - F  9:00 am - 5:00 pm
11620 NE Ainsworth Circle, #400
Portland, OR 97220
Phone: (503) 774-3848
Fax: (503) 774-7619
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